




Liberty University’s Athletics Compliance Office
monitors and verifies compliance with all NCAA, Big
South Conference and University requirements. The
office educates not only the athletics staff,
administration and student-athletes, but also University
faculty, staff and administration as well as other
individuals and entities with athletics interests.

Liberty University is committed and compelled to the
principle of institutional control in the operation of its
athletics department in a way that is constantly within
the rules and regulations of the NCAA, Big South
Conference and the University. As the University strives
for excellence on and off the field of competition, the
highest regard for ethical conduct must also be sought.
In order for the athletics department to exist, outside
participation is required and must be emphasized. Any
inappropriate activity outside the rules and regulations
of the NCAA could jeopardize student-athletes’
eligibility to compete athletically.

Everyone involved inside or outside the University
must do his or her part in order to foster an
environment that is supportive of the NCAA operating
principle of competitive equity. Each person has a role
and responsibility, which includes accountability and
integrity when it comes to compliance with NCAA rules
and regulations. The communication process is a must
when it comes to understanding how each person fits
within the structure of the NCAA’s rules and regulations.

If you have any questions regarding NCAA rules and
regulations, especially those dealing with prospects and
student-athletes, please contact the athletics
compliance office. Liberty’s athletic programs need your
help and support, so please cooperate to ensure the
success of Flames Athletics, on and off the field.

“FIVE RULES OF ATHLETICS COMPLIANCE”
Only coaches and athletics department staff
members are permitted to be involved in the
recruiting process. Alumni, friends and “other

representatives of athletics interest, i.e. “boosters” who
are not employed by the University are not permitted to
contact a prospect (or members of the prospect’s family)
by letter, telephone or in-person (on or off-campus) for
the purpose of soliciting their participation in the
athletic program. Liberty faculty members are permitted
to have contact with the prospects, but only while on
the campus during unofficial visits or off-campus, in the
locale of the institution, when a prospect is on an
official visit. 

A prospect remains a prospect even after he or she
signs a Letter of Intent or financial aid agreement
to attend the University. The prospect does not lose
his/her prospect status until the start of classes at
Liberty or the beginning of official team practice prior to
the start of classes.

The prohibition of contact with a prospect is
intended to relate to unavoidable incidental
contacts with a prospect by representatives of a
member institution’s athletics interest. It is
understood that such a contact is not prearranged by
the athletics representative or an athletics department
staff member; is not made for the purpose of
recruitment of the prospect; and involves only normal
civility. For example, if you meet a high school student
or junior college student-athlete, you can talk with them
about anything except Liberty athletics. If you are
attending a public function and find yourself talking to
the parents of a prospect, you can talk about anything
that doesn’t relate to the athletics department.

If a student-athlete accepts any benefits or special
consideration based on his or her status as an
athlete or because of athletic skill, the student-
athlete will lose all eligibility for intercollegiate
athletic participation. Do not do anything for
prospective or enrolled student-athletes without specific

authorization from the Liberty Athletics
Compliance Office.

Representatives of athletics interests are
reminded that NCAA rules regarding
enrolled student-athletes remain in effect
throughout the entire year, including
summer breaks. When student-athletes
complete their final season of eligibility, they
must abide by NCAA rules until the end of that
academic year and/or until they are no longer
receiving athletics financial aid. 

INTERACTION WITH BOOSTERS AND 
LIBERTY STUDENT-ATHLETES

It’s easy to form a relationship with Liberty student-
athletes as you cheer them on and watch them compete.
Building these types of relationships is not only fun for
fans but also important in the lives of student-athletes.
In an effort to make sure that the eligibility of every
student-athlete is not harmed, please look over these
few guidelines for what can and can not be provided to
a student-athlete, and remember that if you have any
questions, please contact the Liberty Athletics
Compliance Office. 

What a booster can do: 
Provide summer employment to a student-athlete,
provided he/she is paid the going rate and only for work
actually performed.
Provide a meal to a student-athlete or the team at their
home (not a restaurant). They can also provide a ride to
their home for the meal.

What a booster cannot provide a student-athlete
(just to name a few):
Give a gift of clothing or equipment.
Provide free or reduced housing costs.
Give cash or co-sign on loans. 
Arrange for employment of a relative.
Provide rentals or purchases of any type. 
Provide use of a car.
Pay the costs for a student-athlete’s friends or family to
visit campus.
Free medical or professional services.
Provide free use of a phone for long-distance calls.
Provide funds for entertainment of an athlete, their
friends or relatives. 
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MISSION: 
The mission of the Liberty University Athletics Compliance Office is to
uphold the rules and regulations set forth by the National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA), the Big South Conference, and Liberty Uni-
versity. The Compliance Office shall serve to advance the uncompromis-
ing integrity and commitment to the highest standards of ethical
behavior at Liberty University in order to strictly adhere to the letter and
spirit of NCAA principles of institutional control. As a vital component to
the success of LU Athletics, the compliance office is committed to the ed-
ucation of the Athletics family on the complexities of NCAA rules in
order to ensure a continued tradition of athletic excellence at Liberty
University. 

VISION: 
Athletics Compliance aspires to become a nationwide example for excel-
lence and integrity in compliance among all other NCAA institutions. 

VALUES: 
Athletics Compliance is committed to the values of: 
• Excellence 
• Integrity 
• Accountability 
• Service 

WHAT ARE EXTRA BENEFITS?
An extra benefit is any special arrangement from the institution, its staff
or its boosters to provide a benefit to student-athletes or their friends or
family unless that benefit is (1) provided to the institution's students
generally or (2) specifically permitted by NCAA rules. 

EXAMPLES OF IMPERMISSIBLE EXTRA BENEFITS:
The use of an automobile
Giving a loan or helping to secure a loan
Discounts on services, like dry cleaning or car repair
Discounts on purchases, such as clothing or airline tickets
The use of a cell phone or phone card
Receipt of services from businesses, like movie tickets or dinner

EXAMPLES OF PERMISSIBLE BENEFITS THE INSTITUTION 
MAY PROVIDE:
Athletics scholarships
Appropriate equipment for practice and competition
Travel expenses for competition
Complimentary admissions to their contests for family and friends
Awards to recognize their participation and achievement
Medical treatment
Academic support services

KEY WORDS THAT ANY ALUMNI OR FRIEND SHOULD KNOW
REPRESENTATIVE OF ATHLETICS INTEREST - (BYLAW 13.02.12)
Representatives of athletics interest - Casual conversation frequently
uses the term "booster" to refer to these individuals. Under NCAA rules,
a "representative of the institution's athletics interest, is any individual
that has ever: 
A) contributed to the athletics department or it's booster club."
B) joined the institution's booster club."
C) assisted in recruiting prospective student-athletes."
D) provided benefits (e.g. summer job) to enrolled student-athletes."
E) promoted the institution's athletics program." 
Please note three important points regarding this definition:
1. It is very easy to meet one of these criterion, thus each institution has
thousands of athletics representatives.
2. Once an individual becomes a representative of the institutions athlet-
ics interest, he or she retains that identity forever.
3. Under NCAA rules, the institution is responsible for all actions of it's
athletic representatives. 

PROSPECTIVE STUDENT-ATHLETE - (BYLAW 13.02.10)
A prospective student-athlete ("prospect") is a person who has started
classes for the ninth grade. A student-athlete who has not started
classes for the ninth grade becomes a prospective student-athlete if the
individual receives any benefits from an institution or representative of
an institution's athletics interest. Actions taken by athletic staff mem-
bers, that cause a student-athlete to become a prospective student-ath-
lete, include: 
a) Providing a prospect an expense paid visit to a collegiate institution.
b) Having an arranged in-person encounter with the student-athlete.
c) Initiating or arranging telephone contact with a prospect or family
member. 

CONTACT - (BYLAW 13.02.3)
A contact is any face-to-face encounter between a prospect or the
prospect's parents, relatives or legal guardian(s) and an institutional
staff member or athletics representative during which any dialogue oc-
curs in excess of an exchange of a greeting. Any such face-to-face en-
counter that is prearranged or that takes place on the grounds of the
prospect's educational institution or at the site of organized competition
or practice involving the prospect or the prospect's high school, prepara-
tory school, two-year college or all-star team shall be considered a con-
tact, regardless of the conversation that occurs. 

EVALUATION - (BYLAW 13.02.6)
A visit to a prospect's high school, preparatory school or two year col-
lege, or an evaluation at any site that occurs during a contact period
shall constitute a contact for that particular week even if no contact is
made with a prospect. 

QUIET PERIOD - (BYLAW 13.02.4.3)
A period of time when it is permissible to make in-person recruiting con-
tacts only on the member institution's campus. No in-person, off-campus
recruiting contacts or evaluations may be made during the quiet period. 

DEAD PERIOD - (BYLAW 13.02.4.4)
A period of time when it is not permissible to make in-person recruiting
contacts or evaluations on or off the member institution's campus or to
permit official or unofficial visits by prospects to the institution's cam-
pus. The provision of complimentary admissions to a prospect during a
dead period is prohibited, except as provided for a prospect who visits
an institution as part of a group. During such a dead period, a coaching
staff member may not serve as a speaker at or attend a meeting or ban-
quet at which prospects are in attendance, and may not visit the
prospect's educational institutions. It remains permissible, however, for
an institutional staff member to write or telephone prospects during
such a dead period. 

If you have a question about NCAA rules and your
interaction with Liberty coaches, student-athletes 

or staff please contact:

Athletics Compliance Office
Liberty University

1971 University Blvd.
Lynchburg, VA  24502

(434) 582-2100

These pages were
prepared by the
Liberty Athletics

Compliance Office to
assist alumni, student-
athletes, boosters and

friends in complying
with NCAA rules and

regulations governing
the conduct of the
Liberty University

Athletics Program. 

ATHLETICS COMPLIANCE STAFF



THE VINES CENTER

In November 1990, Liberty University moved into its
new basketball home - The Vines Center. The facility an-
nually hosts the Super Conference and has also played
host to the Harlem Globetrotters, National Basketball
Association exhibition games, the Big South Basketball
Tournament and high school basketball tournaments.
Graduation, convocation and concerts are also held at
the Vines Center on a regular basis. 

A major contributor donated the money in 1989 for
Liberty to start construction on the 10,000-seat special
events/basketball arena on Liberty Mountain. Seating
for basketball is 8,500. The project was undertaken by
McDevitt & Street Contractors of Raleigh, N.C., with the
architectural work being completed by Haken/Corley
and Associates, also of Raleigh. 

McDevitt & Street is no stranger to Liberty University.
The contractors completed Liberty's 12,000-seat football
stadium in the fall of 1989, and have built the Dean E.
Smith Center in Chapel Hill, N.C., the Diamond (baseball
park) in Richmond, Va., Atlanta's Fulton County Stadium
and the minor league baseball facility in Durham, N.C.,
where the Durham Bulls play. 

The Vines Center includes an attractive silver dome
roof similar to what Baylor University has on its arena in
Waco, Texas. Also included in the Vines Center are four
concession areas, basketball coaches offices, locker and
team room facilities, a weight room, a training room, a
hospitality room and a press room. The facility is one of
the largest on-campus basketball arenas in the state of
Virginia. 

During the 1996-97 season, a season-record atten-
dance ranked in the top 100 of the nation, marking the

first time in the school’s or conference’s history that a
member institution’s home basketball attendance
ranked in the top 100 nationally. 

The Big South Conference Tournament was held in
the Vines Center from 1995-98, with the Lynchburg com-
munity showing unbelievable support during the tourna-
ment’s four-year tenure. The men’s tournament was
played in Lynchburg the first two years, and then it was
a combined men’s and women’s tournament the final
two years. 

During the last two years Liberty hosted the tourna-
ment, the combined men’s and women’s basketball tour-
nament saw over 7,000 fans attend the men’s
tournament daily, including a record crowd of 8,343 for
the semifinal round. A record attendance of over 4,400
fans watched the women’s tournament and a single-
game record of over 2,300 turned out for the champi-
onship game. 

The final year, over 5,300 attended the men’s tourna-
ment daily, including a semifinal crowd of 6,655. The
men’s attendance figures ranked third among NCAA Di-
vision I conference tournament attendance numbers and
11th among all Division I conferences. The women’s
tournament produced more record crowds, with 4,921
attending the semifinal round and a record-shattering
5,041 taking in the championship tilt. 

The Big South Championship returned to the Liberty
University in 2003 as the Vines Center hosted the semifi-
nals and the championship games for both the men’s
and women’s championships after the quarterfinals
were played as the home sites of the higher-seeded
team under the conference’s new tournament format. 

In 2004, the Big South Conference experimented with
the format of the Big South Championship again as it al-
lowed the higher-seeded team to host each round of the
tournament and Liberty hosted a quarterfinal, semifinal
and both championship games and saw the largest at-
tendance in a men’s championship game with 8,515
screaming fans watching the Flames down High Point in
a national televised championship game on ESPN.

Name: The Vines Convocation Center 
Site: Next to the DeMoss Center in the middle
of the Liberty University campus 
Capacity: 8,085 for basketball and 10,000 for
special events 
Construction: The main portion of the building
is constructed of steel and concrete, and the
roof is constructed with 10-foot triangular alu-
minum sections that are pieced together by
Temcor, a roofing company out of Torrence, Calif. 
Contractor: McDevitt & Street of Raleigh, N.C. 
Architect: Haken/Corley and Associates of
Raleigh, N.C. 
Date of Completion: November, 1990 
Facilities: The Vines Convocation Center in-
cludes four concession stands, basketball
coaches offices, locker and team room facilities,
a weight room, a training room, a hospitality
room and press room 
Playing Surface: The basketball court is a hard-
wood surfaceTH
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Attendance Date W-L Result

9,003 1/23/97 L LU 47, Virginia Tech 59

8,650 2/24/92 L LU 70, Virginia Tech 73

8,547 1/28/95 L LU 70, Virginia Tech 101

8,515 3/6/04 W LU 89, High Point 44 *

8,343 2/28/97 W LU 85, Radford 73 *

8,287 3/1/96 W LU 73, UNC Asheville 60 *

8,173 3/2/96 L LU 53, UNC Greensboro 79 *

8,157 2/29/96 W LU 74, UMBC 52

8,126 3/7/03 L LU 52, Radford 55 *

8,014 1/26/94 W LU 75, Radford 73

* - Big South Tournament Game

Season Games Attendance Average Results Pct.
1991 11 30,535 2,776 3-8 .375
1992 15 46,649 3,110 14-1 .933
1993 13 37,345 2,873 10-3 .769
1994 13 44,766 3,444 10-3 .769
1995 15 60,653 4,044 9-6 .600
1996 15 75,883 5,059 12-3 .800
1997 16 85,674 5,355 12-4 .750
1998 14 48,372 3,455 6-8 .429
1999 13 27,051 2,081 4-9 .308
2000 14 47,754 3,411 10-4 .714
2001 13 33,901 2,608 9-4 .692
2002 13 21,557 1,658 4-9 .308
2003 16 44,027 2,752 11-5 .688
2004 15 62,287 4,152 13-2 .867
2005 13 42,763 3,289 8-5 .615
2006 13 23,183 1,783 6-7 .462
2007 15 29,765 1,984 11-4 .733
2008 15 37,580 2,505 13-2 .867
2009 18 59,471 3,304 15-3 .833
Totals 270 836,033 3,096 180-90 .667

VINES CENTER SINGLE GAME MEN’S BASKETBALL ATTENDANCE RECORDS ATTENDANCE AND RESULTS IN VINES CENTER
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ATTENDANCE RECORDS

ALL GAMES
Largest Crowd: 22,717 vs. Kentucky /Rupp Arena/Lexington, Ky., 11/25/05
Largest Crowd To See A Flames Victory: 9,263 vs. Virginia/John Paul Jones Arena/Charlottesville, Va., 11/25/08 
Largest Crowd To See A Flames Defeat: 22,717 vs. Kentucky /Rupp Arena/Lexington, Ky., 11/25/05
Highest Average: 4,703 during the 2004 season

HOME GAMES
Largest Crowd: 9,003 vs. Virginia Tech, 1/23/97
Largest Crowd To See A Flames Victory: 8,515 vs. High Point, 3/6/04
Largest Crowd To See A Flames Defeat: 9,003 vs. Virginia Tech, 1/23/97
Highest Average: 5,355 during the 1997 season

AWAY GAMES
Largest Crowds: 22,717 at Kentucky /Rupp Arena/Lexington, Ky, 11/25/05
Largest Crowd To See A Flames Victory: 9,263 vs. Virginia/John Paul Jones Arena/Charlottesville, Va., 11/25/08 
Largest Crowd To See A Flames Defeat: 22,717 at Kentucky /Rupp Arena/Lexington, Ky, 11/25/05
Highest Average: 4,407 during the 2008 season.

ATTENDANCE RECORDS
Season Total Home Away
1979 *10,327 10,327  
1980 *17,198 17,198 (20)  
1981 28,828 9,607 (13) 19,221 (11) 
1982 22,808 13,765 (14) 9,043 (11) 
1983 61,780 31,047 (20) 30,733 (12) 
1984 36,171 25,826 (15) 10,345 (14) 
1985 36,314 24,747 (16) 11,567 (13)
1986 +39,734 32,642 (16) 7,092 (12) 
1987 44,682 31,770 (15) 12,912 (14) 
1988 45,247 38,050 (17) 7,197 (11)
1989 73,217 38,630 (13) 34,197 (14)
1990 52,792 31,935 (14) 20,857 (14)
1991 59,890 30,535 (11) 29,355 (17) 
1992 68,801 46,649 (15) 22,152 (12)
1993 67,143 37,345 (13) 29,798 (17)
1994 103,110 44,766 (13) 58,344 (17)
1995 100,816 60,653 (15) 40,163 (13)
1996 111,822 75,883 (15) 35,939 (14)
1997 126,779 85,674 (16) 35,315 (16)
1998 89,238 48,372 (14) 40,866 (14)
1999 57,180 27,051 (13) 30,129 (14)
2000 85,224 47,754 (14) 34,344 (13)
2001 62,011 33,901 (13) 23,485 (13)
2002 44,660 21,557 (13) 21,306 (14)
2003 84,254 44,027 (16) 40,227 (13)
2004 105,991 62,287 (15) 43,704 (13)
2005 94,392 42,763 (13) 51,629 (15)
2006 72,908 23,183 (13) 49,160 (14)
2007 80,761 29,765 (15) 50,996 (16)
2008 103,678 37,580 (15) 66,098 (15)
2009 114,059 59,471 (18) 54,588 (14)

*  Figures for away attendance are not available.  
Averages based on home game dates only.

+  No figures for one home and two away games.
( ) - Number of games

TOP 25 GAMES - ATTENDANCE
22,717 vs. Kentucky in Rupp Arena/Lexington, Ky, 11/25/05
21,298 vs. Kentucky in Rupp Arena/Lexington, Ky. 11/21/07
19,718 vs. North Carolina in USAir Arena/Landover, Md., 

3/18/94
18,456 vs. St. Joseph’s in HSBC Arena/Buffalo, N.Y., 3/18/04
17,950 vs. Maryland in Comcast Center/College Park, Md., 

12/28/04
14,557 vs. Arizona in McKale Center, Tucson, Az., 12/28/03
13,300 vs. Missouri in Columbia, Mo., 12/19/94
13,106 vs. Providence in Providence, R.I., 12/29/90
10,775 vs. Florida in Stephen C. O’Connell Center/Gainesville,

Fla., 1/2/07
10,182 vs. Fresno State in Selland Arena/Fresno, Calif., 

11/30/96
9,906 vs. Fresno State in Save Mart Center/Fresno, Calif., 

11/10/07
9,847 vs. Virginia Tech in Cassell Coliseum/Blacksburg, Va., 

12/19/07
9,573 vs. Chaminade in Kemper Arena/Kansas City, Mo., 

3/17/83

9,463 vs. Oklahoma in Lloyd Noble Center/Norman, Okla., 
11/16/06 

9,284 vs. BYU in Marriot Center/Provo, Utah, 12/28/06
9,263 vs. Virginia in John Paul Jones Arena/Charlottesville, 

Va., 11/25/08 
9,003 vs. Virginia Tech in Lynchburg, Va., 1/23/97
8,700 vs. Seton Hall Sullivan Arena/Anchorage, Alaska, 

11/29/03
8,650 vs. Virginia Tech in Lynchburg, Va., 2/24/92
8,547 vs. Virginia Tech in Lynchburg, Va., 1/28/95
8,519 vs. Wake Forest in Lawrence Joel Coliseum/Winston-

Salem, N.C., 11/24/97
8,515 vs. High Point in Lynchburg, Va., 3/6/04
8,430 vs. Duke in Sullivan Arena/Anchorage, Alaska, 11/28/03
8,343 vs. Radford in Lynchburg, Va., 2/28/97
8,287 vs. UNC Asheville in Lynchburg, Va., 3/1/96
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The 2008-09 academic year was another stellar campaign for Liberty
Athletics, highlighted by the department’s second straight Big South
Sasser Cup championship.  Since joining the Big South Conference in
1991, Liberty has won 88 conference championships, averaging nearly
five league titles per season.

Liberty captured its seventh Sasser Cup championship in 2009, making
Liberty the second most honored athletics department in conference his-
tory. The Flames also won the prestigious honor in 1998, 1999, 2000,
2002, 2003 and 2008.

Additionally, Liberty also won the Big South Men’s All-Sport Trophy for the
second consecutive year and the fourth time since the award was estab-
lished six years ago.

During the 2008-09 season, Liberty posted six Big South titles, an NCAA East
Regional championship in wrestling and was represented in eight different
sports in an NCAA Championship event, while men’s basketball earned a bid
to the inaugural CollegeInsider.com Postseason Tournament (CIT).

For fourth time in athletics department history and second straight year, Lib-
erty had three CoSIDA ESPN The Magazine Academic All-America honorees in

the same year. Mike Gelatt was named to the men’s soccer first-team squad,
Megan Frazee was named to the women’s basketball first-team listing and
Daniel Newell was named to the track and field third-team national list of aca-
demic award winners.

With the trio of CoSIDA ESPN The Magazine Academic All-America honorees last
year, Liberty now has placed 15 student-athletes in athletics department history
on the most prestigious collegiate academic team in the nation.

Among the athletes named Big South Scholar-Athlete for their respective sports
during the 2008-09 season were Josh Edmonds for men’s cross country, Frazee
for women’s basketball, Gelatt for men’s soccer, Newell for indoor track and field
and Rebekah Ricksecker for women’s cross country.

Softball’s Beth Bennett capped off a stellar Liberty Athletics career last year by
being named the recipient of the Mac Rivera/Rock Royer Award, an award given
annually to honor Liberty’s top graduating senior student-athlete.

Liberty had 203 student-athletes named to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll
at the conclusion of the 2008-09 season. Over 38 percent of Liberty’s student-
athletes recorded a 3.0 GPA or higher in the classroom during the academic year.

Football
The football program captured its second straight Big South championship, post-
ing a perfect 5-0 record in league play and an overall 10-2 mark. The program’s
first ever 10-win season was capped off with the highest year-end FCS national

ranking in program history, No. 14.

For the third year in a row, head coach Danny Rocco was tabbed Big
South Coach of the Year, becoming the first head coach in league his-
tory to garner the honor three times.

Liberty led the Big South with 16 all-conference honorees, while tying a
program-best with eight players on the VaSID all-state squad for the
second consecutive season. Four more players grabbed All-America dis-
tinctions, led by Rashad Jennings’ first-team AP All-American nod.

Jennings became the sixth player in program history to hear his name
called in the NFL Draft after the Jacksonville Jaguars made him their sev-
enth round selection during the 2009 event.

Volleyball
The volleyball squad captured its second consecutive Big South title, ad-
vancing to the NCAA Tournament for the fifth time in program history.

Men’s Soccer
Defender Mike Gelatt became Liberty’s first two-time first-team CoSIDA ESPN
The Magazine Academic All-American.

Joshua Boateng was selected by the L.A. Galaxy in the third round of the MLS
SuperDraft, becoming the first Flame to be selected in the MLS SuperDraft and
fifth overall drafted by an MLS franchise.

Women’s Soccer
Amy Oberlin was named to the All-Big South women’s soccer roster for the
fourth straight year in 2008.

Cross Country
Sophomore Sam Chelanga finished in second place at the NCAA Division I Na-
tional Cross Country Championship.

The men’s cross country team captured their fourth straight Big South title and
10th all-time.

Men’s Basketball
Fielding the nation’s fourth-youngest team, the 2008-09 squad tied the pro-
gram’s Division I record with 23 wins and defeated Rider in the CIT opening
round, the program’s first Division I postseason win.

Four starters for the Flames garnered a total of 19 postseason awards, high-
lighted by CollegInsider.com Freshman All-American Seth Curry, the nation’s
leading scorer among freshmen (20.2 ppg) who grabbed 13 honors of his own.

Women’s Basketball
The women’s basketball team captured its 12th Big South title in 13 years after
successfully defending a last-second attempt by Gardner-Webb in the Big South
Championship game.

Megan Frazee won both the Big South Player of the Year and Richmond Times-
Dispatch State Player of the Year awards for the second consecutive season.

Frazee became the second player in program history after Katie Feenstra to be
selected in the WNBA Draft, as the San Antonio Silver Stars took the former Lady
Flame with the first pick of the second round.

Wrestling
For the third-straight year, the wrestling program captured the NCAA East Re-
gional title, winning the team championship Paul Porter Arena on the campus of
Gardner-Webb, sending four wrestlers to the NCAA National Championship.

Track and Field
The men’s track & field team completed a Big South “Triple Crown” for the third
year in succession, winning the conference cross country, indoor track and out-
door track championships. 

Sam Chelanga broke the NCAA 10K all-time record, running a 27:28.48 on April
24, 2009 in Berkeley, Calif.

Only a sophomore, Chelanga won an All-American certificate, his third of the
year and fifth of his career, when he placed third in the 10K at the NCAA Divi-
sion I Outdoor Track & Field Championships.

Men’s Golf
Robert Karlsson became Liberty’s highest-ranked golfer ever in 2009, reaching
No. 14 in GolfStat’s national rankings, helping the Big South Freshman Golfer of
the Year to an individual at-large berth to the NCAA Championship.

Tennis 
The men’s and women’s tennis program reached a double figure win total during
the same year for the first time in athletics department history.  The women’s
squad bested last year’s program record by picking up two more wins (15), while
the men’s team won their second most in program history with 13 victories. 

Baseball
For the first time in the 35-year history of the program, Liberty won 30 or more
games in five-consecutive seasons, claiming victory in 33 contests in 2009 under
second-year head coach Jim Toman.

With pitcher Andrew Wilson being drafted in this year’s Major League Baseball
Draft, Liberty has now had 39 players taken in the MLB draft and a player taken
in each draft since 1999. Errol Hollinger joined Wilson in the professional ranks
after signing a free agent deal with the Arizona Diamondbacks.

Softball
The softball program advanced to its fifth Big South Softball Championship title
game, as the squad sits now in third place on the league’s list of all-time title
game participants.





When looking at the success of an athletic program, one aspect which
needs to be considered is the quality of its facilities. Student-athletes in-
volved in Liberty University’s athletic program have the opportunity to
showcase their talents in a number of fine athletic facilities. Like the pro-
gram itself, these on-campus facilities have improved tremendously since
the program’s inception in 1973.

The Hancock Athletic Center, dedicated on February 12, 1985, was do-
nated by A.L. Williams and his wife, Angela, in honor of her parents, Sid-
ney Lanier and Willemae Gates Hancock. Offices housed in the Hancock
Center include the administrative offices for athletics, the athletic media
relations department, offices for the track, cross country and men’s soc-
cer, wrestling and tennis coaching staffs. The Hancock Center also in-

cludes a spacious 8,500-square foot weight room, which is utilized by
the entire athletic program.

The weight room is furnished with the most modern equipment avail-
able for developing speed, strength and endurance. The spacious two-
tiered facility has a free weight area that contains over 10 tons of
weights. High-tech machines crafted by the industry’s top manufacturers,
as well as other modern strength and conditioning apparatuses, are
available to Liberty University student-athletes.

Williams Stadium, named in honor of A.L. Williams, is located near the
entrance of the campus and has been the home of the football program
since 1989. The football was expanded from 12,000 to 15,000 prior to
the 2009 season and continues to expansion capabilities up to 36,000.

During the summer of 2006, a 48,000-square foot facility was com-
pleted in the North end zone of the stadium, as the Williams Football
Operations Center became the football program’s new home off the
field. The new, state-of-the-art facility gives Liberty one of the nicest FCS
football facilities in the nation, housing coaching and support staff of-
fices, a spacious locker room, academic learning areas, a training room
and a weight room. The centerpiece of the facility is a 3,000-square foot
room overlooking Williams Stadium, where Flames Club members can
enjoy pre-game meals.

A major facility upgrade to Williams Stadium was completed just prior
to the kickoff of the 2006 season as FieldTurf was installed. The playing
surface received a facelift during the spring of 2009 when the FieldTurf
was replaced with a newer top-of-the-line version. 

The Vines Convocation Center, home to all men’s and women’s bas-
ketball games and volleyball matches, is an 8,000-seat facility which was
completed in 1990. In 1998, the Vines Center hosted the 46th-best home
attendance in the nation, as the women’s basketball team averaged over
1,700 fans per contest. 

Basketball, volleyball and a number of other indoor activities can take
place in the versatile Schilling Center. The men's and women's basketball
teams held their home games in what was then known as Liberty Gym in
this facility from 1979 to 1990. The Schilling Center has two full-court
areas that are also utilized for class instruction, intramural events and
special activities. In 2005, the facility was upgraded to give Liberty’s bas-
ketball programs two new practice courts.



Wrestling and volleyball each received new facilities during the
2006-07 school year. The reinstated wrestling program turned the old
football field house in the south end zone of Williams Stadium into a
state-of-the-art wrestling room.  Volleyball moved its office into a new
facility on North Campus that includes its very own practice gym.

Home baseball games are played at the beautiful Worthington Sta-
dium. Recognized by Sportsturf Magazine as the best field in the na-
tion in 1998, the facility was named in honor of Al Worthington, who
began the Flames’ baseball program in 1974. He also served as the
Liberty athletics director from 1984-89. 

The Crowder-Muckel Fieldhouse is located adjacent to Worthington
Stadium. The clubhouse, which is one of the finest baseball facilities in
the country, includes locker rooms for both the Flames and the visiting
teams, a team room, weight room, training room, umpires’ locker
room, public restrooms for the fans, sky box seating and full-length
batting cages.

The Matthes-Hopkins Track Complex is the home of the Flames’
successful track program. The track, which features a polyurethane
surface, is named after former track coaches Jake Matthes and Ron
Hopkins. The same facility holds the Liberty Soccer Field, where both
the men’s and women’s soccer teams play. In 1996, lights were added
so games could be played at night.

The Liberty softball program has played its home games at the Lib-
erty Softball Field since 1994, the same year the program was rein-
stated. Over the last two years, the facility has received numerous
upgrades, including a new backstop, scoreboard and an enclosed hit-
ting circuit with two new batting cages.

Another recent athletic facility addition made available to Liberty
University student-athletes is the Tolsma Indoor Track Center, located
in the heart of Liberty’s Campus North building. The indoor center is
one of just three indoor track facilities in the state of Virginia and fea-
tures a flat 200-meter oval with a Mondo surface. The track has a
wide radius, a four-lane oval and an eight-lane straightaway. Also lo-
cated in the complex are two long/triple jump runways, a pole vault
runway and a high jump apron.

The recent purchase of a FinishLynx timing system will greatly in-
crease the ability to host high-level high school and NCAA meets at
the facility as well as at the university’s outdoor track complex.

A brand-new addition to the athletics facilities was completed in
May 2009 in the form of the Thomas Indoor Soccer Center. The center
will serve as an indoor practice facility for Liberty Athletics, as well as
serving the general student body, the intramurals program and the
community. 



For the most complete and up-to-date information on
the Liberty University Athletics Department, log on to
the program’s official web site – LibertyFlames.com –
the best avenue to find out breaking news on the
Flames’ basketball program.

Updated daily, LibertyFlames.com is a premier site
which provides Liberty fans with the most comprehen-
sive coverage of Liberty’s basketball program on the
World Wide Web. It includes updated rosters, players
and coaches’ bios, player features, game releases, statis-
tics, schedule, results and so much more.

The 2008-09 athletics season marked the second con-
secutive year where LibertyFlames.com received over
one million hits. Visitors are treated to nearly four new
stories per day, making LibertyFlames.com the ultimate
virtual destination for all Flames fans.

Within the site, the Flame faithful will be able to ac-
cess live audio and video coverage for Liberty’s basket-
ball games throughout the 2009-10 season.

Returning for its fourth season as a feature on Liber-
tyFlames.com will be Liberty’s Basketball Game Day
Central. The expansive web page provides Liberty fans
with virtually everything they need to prepare for an up-
coming game. The web page includes links to both
teams’ rosters, updated stats, weekly game notes, venue
information and more.

For the ninth-consecutive season, Liberty will stream
live audio coverage for each basketball game through-
out the 2009-10 season. Fans can click on the audio link
found on the Basketball Game Day Central page and
hear Jerry Edwards, the “Voice of the Flames” for the
last 28 years, call the action on the hardwood.

For the third year, LibertyFlames.com will offer live
video streaming. Fans can watch each of Liberty’s
home games and all road Big South Conference games
via live video streaming at BigSouthSports.com (except
those broadcasted on the ESPN family of networks).

BigSouthSports.com provides a subscription-based
service provided by the Big South where fans can watch
live video streaming for basketball, men’s and women’s
basketball games, conference championship events and
select Olympic sport contests throughout the 2009-10
season.

Throughout a normal game week, Liberty fans will
also find unique items to better prepare them for the
pending contest, including  select player and coaching 
staff interviews, giving a Flame fanatic the latest insight 
into the basketball program’s game-day preparation.

Basketball is not the only sport covered by Liber-
tyFlames.com. You can access rosters, players and
coaches’ bios, statistics and schedules for each of Lib-
erty’s 19 NCAA Division I-sponsored athletics programs.

Fans can catch up on the latest athletics department
news and notes just by clicking on the numerous links
found on LibertyFlames.com.

LibertyFlames.com not only brings you closer to the
action but also exists to make your life easier. Flame
fans can visit LibertyFlames.com to order tickets, pur-
chase Liberty Flames authentic gear or find information
about joining the Liberty University Flames Club, the
athletics department’s booster club.

LibertyFlames.com is the only place family, friends
and fans of the Liberty University Athletics Department
need to go to get the newest sports information on the
Flames. Your latest updates are just a click of the mouse
away – visit LibertyFlames.com today!

LIBERTYFLAMES.COM
THE NO. 1 ONLINE DESTINATION 

FOR LIBERTY ATHLETICS



M
ay 15, 2007, will long be re-
membered as not only a day
the University lost its Founder

and Chancellor, but the record books
will show it was also the day the Athlet-
ics Department saw its No. 1 fan pass
away when Dr. Jerry Falwell went home
to be with the Lord. 

Dr. Falwell, one of the greatest vision-
aries of the 20th century, often said there
were two avenues by which he was go-
ing to grow a world-class University –
music and athletics – knowing these two
focal points speak the most to the youth
of every generation. 

From the moment Lynchburg Baptist
College opened its doors in 1971, meet-
ing with 154 students in class-rooms at
Thomas Road Baptist Church in Lynch-
burg, Va., Dr. Falwell quickly imple-
mented plans to field athletics programs. 

In 1972, the Flames gained affiliation
with the National Christian Collegiate
Athletic Association and the University
fielded its first team, men’s basketball,
which posted a 7-1 record during its first
season of competition. Shortly there-
after, the University began to add pro-
grams, starting with football in 1973. 

During subsequent years, Liberty’s
athletics programs began to move up
the collegiate ladder, from NCCAA to
NAIA until the Flames became a full-
fledged NCAA Division I member on
Sept. 1, 1988. 

Liberty now fields 18 NCAA Division I
athletics programs which compete at the
highest level of intercollegiate competi-
tion, fulfilling Dr. Falwell’s vision of being
“Champions for Christ” in whatever field
of calling the Lord leads. 

Although individuals from the outside
world will remember Dr. Jerry Falwell as
a conservative televangelist who ener-
gized the nation and the world to return
to God, the thousands of student-ath-
letes who have donned a Flames uni-
form over the three decades will re-
member him as their top supporter. 

Dr. Falwell rarely missed a home foot-
ball or basketball game, overlooking the
Flames’ gridiron battles from the press
box at Williams Stadium or in the first
row opposite the team benches at the
Vines Center. 

It wasn’t strange to catch a glimpse of
Dr. Falwell sitting in the dugout at home
softball games or on the benches while
Liberty was on the pitch playing soccer.

And those trying to reach Dr. Falwell dur-
ing a sunny spring Central Virginia af-
ternoon had to walk down the hill from
his office at the “Mansion,” as he would
normally be at Worthington Stadium,
with a hot dog and drink in hand, cheer-
ing his baseball boys to victory.  

Dr. Falwell’s attendance at an athletic
event spurred numerous Liberty teams
to victory and quickly energized a
crowd, who responded with the infa-
mous “JERR-EE” chant. During the late
90s, the daring and larger-than-life char-
acter would regularly walk across the
Vines Center floor, climbing atop a
packed student section, where Flames
fanatics would “crowd surf” their heroic
leader. 

But a Dr. Falwell sighting at a Flames
athletic event was not just limited to Lib-
erty Mountain, as he could also be seen
following the Flames’ athletic teams
around the country. 

Dr. Falwell was one of the last people
to grab a piece of the cherished net
when the men’s basketball team claimed
the Big South title down in Charleston,
S.C., in 1994, followed by Liberty push-
ing No. 1 North Carolina to the brink in
the opening round of the NCAA Tourna-
ment.   

He was also the proudest of the
Flames’ faithful sitting courtside in Col-
lege Park, Md., when the Lady Flames
basketball program made their Cin-
derella Run to the Sweet 16 in 2005, ar-
guably the most notable achievement in
athletics department history. 

During 2006, Dr. Falwell saw the re-
vival of his precious Flames football pro-
gram when Liberty posted the nation’s
No. 1 turnabout, shattering program at-
tendance records in the process. 

In light of his unwavering support over
the years, the Athletics Department cer-
emonially retired a No. 71 football jersey
at Liberty University’s annual home-
coming game on Oct. 14, 2006 – bring-
ing the Williams Stadium record-setting
crowd of 15,631 to their feet with a roar
of approval.

And although he no longer physically
will roam the sidelines at Flames athlet-
ics events, Dr. Falwell’s presence will
never be forgotten. His legacy and
charge to be a “Champion for Christ”
will live on as long as Liberty student-
athletes take to the field of competition.
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JERRY FALWELL, JR.
Chancellor/President

Jerry Falwell, Jr. was born in
Lynchburg, Va., on Father’s Day,
June 17, 1962. He attended
Lynchburg Christian Academy
and Liberty University,
graduating with a B.A. in

religious studies in 1984.
He obtained his Juris

Doctor degree from the University of
Virginia School of Law in 1987. Falwell, Jr. is licensed to
practice in all Virginia state courts, U.S. District Courts for
the Western and Eastern Districts of Virginia, United States
Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit and the U.S.
Supreme Court. 

He married Becki Tilley of Chapel Hill, N.C., in 1987.
They have three children: Jerry Falwell, III (Trey), born
1989, Charles Wesley, born 1993, and Caroline Grace, born
2000, and have lived on a farm in Bedford County, Va.,
since 1987.

Falwell, Jr. has engaged in the private practice of law in
Lynchburg since 1987 and has served as General Counsel
of Liberty University, Thomas Road Baptist Church, Liberty
Broadcasting Network and Jerry Falwell Ministries since
1988.

Falwell, Jr. and his father worked together closely since
1988 in the management and oversight of the University
and all the Falwell ministries. In recent years, he had
assumed more and more of the responsibility for the day-
to-day management of the organization from his father
who, along with the Liberty University Board of Trustees,

named him Vice-Chancellor of the University in 2003. He
has served on Liberty’s Board of Trustees since 2000. 

Falwell, Jr. has also played a key role in the
development of the real estate in the vicinity of Liberty
University through the recruitment of many national retail
and restaurant chains to the area.

These developments have greatly enriched the lifestyle
of the University community. Falwell, Jr. is a member of
the Board of Directors and the Executive Committee of the
Lynchburg Regional Chamber of Commerce and was
named as the 2006 Business Person of the Year for
western Virginia by the Blue Ridge Business Journal.
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JEFF BARBER
Director of Athletics

Jeff Barber was named
the Director of Athletics at
Liberty University on Jan.
23, 2006, becoming the
10th Director of Athletics
in the history of the
University.

The University has
charged Barber with the

future leadership of the
athletics department and the

building of a strong financial basis
for the department which will guide Liberty University
athletics into the ranks of the elite NCAA Division I
athletic programs in the nation.

Barber wasted little time making an impact at
Liberty, as in three years he has been instrumental in
guiding Liberty on a path to the next level of collegiate
athletics.

He has spearheaded athletics facility improvement
projects in every athletics venue, highlighted by
changes to Williams Stadium, the Vines Center,
Worthington Stadium and new Osborne Stadium.
During the summer of 2006, the football program’s on-
campus playing facility received the latest in playing
surfaces as FieldTurf was installed, while numerous
other smaller projects were initiated to aesthetically
improve the appearance of the facility. Barber has also
engineered the addition of the brand new Daktronics
video scoreboard located in the North end zone and the
first expansion in seating capacity at Williams Stadium,
bringing permanent seating to 15,052 just prior to the
2009 football season.

However, Barber’s chief facility accomplishment
since joining the Flames in 2006 was overseeing the
completion of the Williams Football Operations Center.
The 48,000-square foot state-of-the-art home base for
the football program is one of the most outstanding
FCS (formerly I-AA) football-only facilities in the nation. 

In addition to Barber’s athletics facility
achievements, the Director of Athletics has spurred a
dramatic recording-setting increase in Flames Club

memberships and season ticket sales for football and
basketball.

In 2007-08 the athletics booster club set new
records, pulling in $351,000 in annual membership
contributions. The same year saw Liberty Athletics
surpass the $1 million mark in giving, as the Flames
Club brought in $1.3 million in total capital gifts. It was
another banner year for the athletics booster club in
2008-09 as member growth has ballooned to 1,537
members contributing $382,000, with $2.2 million in
capital gifts to construct new or improve existing
facilities. Also under Barber marketing/sponsorship
revenue has increased at 150 percent each of the past
three years.

Barber has also guided the Flames to success on the
athletics field of competition, highlighted by the back-
to-back Big South Sasser Cup championships, bringing
Liberty’s total to seven. Liberty won 10 team
championships during the 2007-08 campaign, including
eight Big South titles, an NCAA East Regional
championship in wrestling and an IC4A outdoor title in
men’s track and field. Liberty followed up capturing
seven team championships during the 2008-09 year,
including six Big South titles and its third straight
NCAA East Regional wrestling championship.

Besides the Sasser Cup championships, Barber also
saw Liberty bring home the Big South’s Men’s All-Sport
and Women’s All-Sport trophies, along with its second
individual national championship when Josh McDougal
crossed the finish line first at the 2007 NCAA Cross
Country national championship. Liberty also repeated in
capturing the Big South’s Men’s All-Sport trophy in
2009.

Liberty is the second athletics department in Big
South history to win the Sasser Cup, Men’s All-Sport
and Women’s All-Sport trophies in the same year. 

The Flames’ success has garnered national attention
several levels, earning Barber a four-year appointment
to the NCAA’s Recruiting Cabinet, beginning with the
2008-09 academic year. Barber is also on numerous
other committees, including a four-year appointment on
the NCAA Division I FCS ADA Executive Committee, Big
South Conference chair for the league’s Television
Development Committee and the liaison for the Men’s

Basketball Committee. Barber also sits on the Big South
committees for football, volleyball, publicity and
promotion, while he also took part in the Big South
Conference 25th Anniversary celebration committee.

Barber is a member of NACDA and NAAD and
serves on the Board of Directors for the Child
Evangelism Fellowship for Central Virginia, and also on
the Board of Directors for the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes.

Barber brought a wealth of experience in the areas
of athletic fundraising and administration to Liberty
University, including 25 previous years in the athletic
industry.

Barber came to Liberty after spending 11 years at
South Carolina, including his last three years as Senior
Associate Athletic Director for Development/Gamecock
Club Executive Director.

Barber served on the senior management team at
South Carolina for nine years, helping raise more than
$14 million annually, while working closely with
legendary football coaches Lou Holtz and Steve
Spurrier.

Barber supervised the solicitation and receipt of over
$85 million during his tenure at South Carolina, setting
records each year in annual gifts to the Gamecock Club,
which was at 16,500 members when he finished. He
was also responsible for all major gifts to the
Gamecock Club which exceeded $15,000 annually and
developed that level of giving from 21 members to 137
at his time of departure.

Barber joined the athletics department at South
Carolina in 1996 as an Assistant Athletic Director for
Development and was promoted to Associate Athletic
Director/Gamecock Club Executive Director in 1999.

Prior to his days at South Carolina, Barber served
five years at Furman in Greenville, S.C., starting as
Executive Director of the Paladin Club in 1991, before
being promoted to Senior Associate Athletic Director for
External Affairs in 1994.

A native of Greenville, N.C., Barber is married to the
former Donna Dacus and the couple has three children
- Katie (14), Lindsay (12) and Jay (11).

MICKEY GURIDY
Senior Associate Athletics -In-

ternal Operations

MEREDITH EAKER
Associate Athletics Director/

Senior Woman Administration

KRISTIE BEITZ
Associate Athletics Director –

Academic Affairs for Athletics

KEVIN KEYS
Associate Athletics Director –

External Operations

DR. WILLIAM GRIBBIN
NCAA Faculty Athletic 

Representative

BOB GOOD
Assistant Athletics Director for De-

velopment & Flames Club Director

MIKE HAGEN
Assistant Athletics Director 

for Compliance

TODD WETMORE
Assistant Athletics Director 

for Communications

ANNA WHITEHURST
Assistant Athletics Director 

for Ticket Operations
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Wally Ake
Football

Assistant Coach

Madeline Bosek
Sports Medicine 
Assistant Trainer

Bev Cole
Football Administrative

Assistant

Barry Finke
Sports Medicine 

Senior Assistant Trainer

Brian Joyce
Men’s Basketball
Assistant Coach

Mike Morris
Football Head 

Equipment Manager

Danny Rocco
Football

Head Coach

Dean Short
Men’s Soccer

Assistant Coach

Jim Toman
Baseball

Head Coach

Jeff Alder
Men’s Soccer
Head Coach

Chris Brown
Football Assistant 

Equipment Manager

Andy Coleman 
Football

Academic Coordinator

Bill Gillespie
Strength & Conditioning 

Director

Dale Layer
Men’s Basketball

Head Coach

Jason Murray
Baseball

Assistant Coach

Many Rojas
Strength & Conditioning

Assistant Coach

Charles Skalaski
Football Assistant Coach
/Recruiting Coordinator

Jennifer Vaden
Volleyball

Assistant Coach

Ethan Allen
Women’s Soccer
Assistant Coach

Eric Brown
Athletics Communications

Assistant Director

Jeni Coleman
Academic Affairs

Academic Coordinator

Adam Godwin
Football

Recruiting Assistant

Scott Lawrenson
Sports Medicine 
Associate Trainer

Matt Olinger
Men’s Basketball

Director of Operations

Buck Romero
Men’s Basketball

Academic Coordinator

Allen Sparks
Athletics Marketing

Assistant 

Tuesday Van Engen
Softball 

Assistant Coach

Matt Anthony
Academic Affairs

Academic Coordinator

Levern Belin
Football

Assistant Coach

Lance Bingham
Track & Field 

Associate Coach

Megan Bishop
Sports Medicine
Assistant Trainer

Anna Blackstone
Strength & Conditioning

Assistant Coach

Andy Bloodworth
Women’s Basketball

Assistant Coach

Ryan Bomberger
Athletics Communications

Associate Director

Bruce Carey
Producer Athletics 

TV Broadcasts

Crystal Carey
Volleyball

Assistant Coach

Paul Carmany
Athletics Communications

Assistant Director

Chris Casola 
Sports Medicine 

Head Trainer

Jesse Castro
Wrestling

Head Coach

Jessica Celi
Women’s Soccer

Head Coach

Tom Clark
Football

Defensive Coordinator

Jesse Cops
Sports Medicine 
Assistant Trainer

Billy Daniels
Baseball Director of
Baseball Operations

Jesse Denham
Athletics Facilities
Assistant Director

Regan Denham
Women’s Lacrosse

Head Coach

Adam Deyo
Women’s Basketball

Director of Operations

Jason Eaker
Men’s Basketball
Assistant Coach

E.L. Estes
Strength & Conditioning

Assistant Coach

Ed Gomes
Football Director of

Spiritual Development

Karen Goodwin
Athletics Administra-

tive Assistant

Myron Guillory
Men’s Basketball
Assistant Coach

Carey Green
Women’s Basketball

Head Coach

Clendon Henderson
Track & Field 

Assistant Coach

Laura Hoskins
Sports Medicine
Assistant Trainer

Chris Johnson
Tennis

Head Coach

Dan Maxam
Athletics Facilities

Director

Ernie McCook
Football

Assistant Coach

Blaine McCorkle
Football

Assistant Coach

Josh McDougal
Track & Field/Cross Country

Graduate Assistant 

Pete McFadden
Track & Field

Assistant Coach

Erin McKeown
Athletics Compliance

Assistant Director

Jessica Moore
Softball

Assistant Coach

Joe Pantaleo
Wrestling

Assistant Coach

Shane Pinder
Volleyball

Head Coach

Albie Powers
Men’s Golf

Assistant Coach

Garrett Quinn
Baseball

Assistant Coach

Rebekah Ray
Men’s Basketball

Administrative Assistant

Kristen Rife
Women’s Basketball

Administrative Assistant

Marshall Roberts
Football

Assistant Coach

Paul Rutigliano
Football Assistant AD
/Football Operations

Les Schofer
Athletics

Staff Photographer 

Aaron Schreiner
Sports Medicine 

Senior Assistant Trainer

Kris Sennett
Athletics

Business Manager

Jake Shellenberger
Swimming

Head Coach

Jennifer Shelton
Athletics Communications

Graduate Assistant

Alexis Sherard
Women’s Basketball

Assistant Coach

Heather Stephens
Women’s Basketball

Assistant Coach

Brandon Streeter
Football

Assistant Coach

Pete Sundheim
Football

Assistant Coach

Jennifer Sydnor
Cheerleading
Head Coach

Tim Talley
Athletics Compliance

Coordinator 

Lauren Thom
Flames Club

Membership Coordinator

Jeff Thomas
Golf 

Head Coach

Doug Wallace
Flames Club

Assistant

Danny Wenger
Football

Video Coordinator

Paul Wetmore
Softball

Head Coach

Dave Williams
Strength & Conditioning

Assistant

Heather Zealand
Track& Field

Assistant Coach

Brant Tolsma
Track & Field
Head Coach
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The Liberty University athletic teams are nicknamed the Flames
and have been since 1974. For seven years, no other team claimed
this unique distinction. However, in the spring of 1982, the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Chicago had a student body election and voted in
the Flames through a write-in campaign. Their choice is based upon
the fact that the Chicago fire started only three blocks from the cam-
pus.

The student body also made the choice for Liberty in 1974 when
they choose the Flames over several other choices. The decision was
based upon the school’s motto, “Knowledge Aflame.”

Liberty began in 1971 as Lynchburg Baptist College with green and
gold as the school’s colors. In 1976, the name was changed to Liberty
Baptist College and the colors to red, white and blue. The school once
again changed its name in 1985 to Liberty University. Throughout
these changes, Flames remained as the nickname for Liberty’s athlet-
ics teams.

In 1980, the Eagle was designated as the new Flames mascot. An
Eagle was selected because of the patriotic symbolism and connection
with the school name - Liberty. It was designed with the Flames’ nick-
name in mind. Thus, the flaming torch clutched in the Eagle’s left
talon was included with the original mascot renderings.

On Aug. 31, 2006, the newest Liberty mascot was born and intro-
duced to all those in attendance at Williams Stadium. Sparky, arriving
in a stretched black limousine, stepped foot on the playing surface at
Williams Stadium just prior to the Flames’ 27-0 victory over St. Paul’s
to help usher in a new era in Liberty Athletics. Ever since, Sparky has
been a visible attribute to Liberty Athletics at various home and road
events, as well as community involvement.  


